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expenditures. Now then when they have a b111 that costs
some money to take care of elections, of course your
going to, but I'm going to go ahead and except that as
being their philosophy and I' ll go along with the amendment
although it does bother me Just a little bit.

PRESIDENT: Senator Nichol.

SENATOR NICHOL: Mr. President, members of the Legislature
am I free to ask a question about the bill itself or must
I stick to the amendment?

PRESIDENT: The subJect matter it up..

SENATOR NICHOL: May I ask a question of Senator Lewis
Please? Senator are you talking about a maJority meaning
over fifty percent?

SENATOR LEWIS: Over fifty percent of those voting.

SENATOR NICHOL: Okay. My second quest1on 1s why is
that important or why not Just the person receiving the
most votes?

SENATOR LEWIS: One of the real issues that has come up
Senator Nichol and I realize the delicate sensitive position
your in, and I w111 try to do that in my usual way of
approaching sensitive issues. Notwithstanding Senator Nichol,
sometimes it is best to have those representing that reflect
the maJority opinion. But the real problem is, sometimes
it's not even a three-way race. The real problem is when
you get seven, eight, ten or fifteen in a race. That's where
we are in the cities.

SENATOR NICHOL: That is what I was gett1ng to for the
moment and that is this. If we' re go1ng to have a primary,
why not have it before the general election instead of after
the general election.

SENATOR LEWIS: That's the way my bill establishs it now.
The way the bill is without the amendments proposed, the
primary is in the spring, 1f necessary, if there are only
two people for the post, you forget it and you Just have
the election in the fall. The way the bill is currently,
its primary is in May, general election is in November.

SENATOR NICHOL: The last quest1on is this. We would have
a pr1mary election anyway 1n the spr1ng would we not?
Therefore if they did have a run-off of primaries of the
city councilmen, the cost would be very negligible if you' re
going to have a primary anyway.

SENATOR LEWIS: That's exactly what my bill provides for
and the League came up with this and they had some concerns
a nd I s a i d , " my number one concern is to make sure we had
a primary." If your going to bring this forward then you' re
sure going to take cred1t for it. I'm Just trying to get
along. I'm a nice fellow.

PRESIDENT: Senator Koch.

SENATOR KOCH: Since we' re so sensitive to money costs,


